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The basic research on the history of horse breeding and utilization in

the Tohoku region

Rikuo Sakuraba’

* Research Institute of Cultural Properties, Teikyo University

Abstract

In this paper, based on data collected horse and cattle related materials (horse remains, cattle remains, and harnesses)
belonging to the Kofun period to the modern period in the Tohoku region, I conducted the basic research of horse
production and utilization in the Tohoku region.

Calculation of the ratios of horse and cattle remains, the ratio of horse remains was generally high in the Tohoku region.
However, there were more horse remains and harnesses excavated on the Pacific side of the Tohoku region than on the
Sea of Japan side, indicating relatively active horse production and utilization. The comparison of body height estimation
revealed that regional differences, suggesting the influence of geographic environment. The use of horses during life was
assumed to be diverse, including use as prestige materials, offerings, agricultural, and riding. Regarding the posthumous
use of horses, it was observed that some horses were used after death, while others were buried. The latter type has been
gradually increasing, and especially in the early modern and modern periods. This was thought to be due to the lack of a

functioning system for the disposal of dead horses and the spread of beliefs about horses.

Keywords : Kofun Period — modern, Tohoku region, horse remain, cattle remain, harness
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