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Appellations of dudufu #{ B ¥ and zhou #H belonging to Tang
Dynasty’s Sixteen Area Commands of the Western Region (Xzyu
Shiliu Dudufu V4381 7SHREHT ) established in 661 CE

— How, why, and whence they were invented by the contemporary academics —

Rieko Okada

* Master's Program, Graduate School of Humanities, Nagoya University

Abstract

This article provides a comprehensive examination, based on Chinese full-text databases, of the names of the Sixteen
Area Commands of the Western Region (Xiyu shiliu dudufu, 661) and their seventy-two provinces (zhou) established
by the Tang dynasty around Tokharistan, the former territory of the Western Turks (roughly northern Afghanistan and
adjacent regions). Previous scholars have noted that these names employ historically resonant and dignified toponyms
traceable back to the Hanshu and that some are derived from legends. This study shows that, while ancient and
geographically far-reaching toponyms such as Dagin and Shendu—Han-period designations for Rome and India—are
widely used, their sources are not confined to the Hanshu, Weiliie, and Hou Hanshu; rather, many can be traced to the
Weishu of the Northern Wei period. It further identifies names whose origins lie in legends concerning the western world,

including motifs such as Mount Kunlun and the place where the sun sets, as recorded in texts such as the Huainanzi and
Jinshu.

Keywords : Tang, Protectorate (Dudufit), Tokharistan, Legends, Databases
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