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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of the World Heritage inscription process on the standardization of heritage values,
focusing on the French World Heritage property “The Causses and the Cévennes, Mediterranean agro-pastoral Cultural
Landscape”, which was inscribed in 2011 despite three consecutive negative recommendations by ICOMOS. Through
an analysis of nomination dossiers and related evaluation documents, the study analyzes how the repeated nomination
process transformed originally ambiguous and diverse heritage values into a standardized framework centered on
“Mediterranean agro-pastoralism” from an international perspective. While this process clarified the Outstanding
Universal Value, the property was inscribed through a reversal of ICOMOS recommendations without resolving concerns
regarding management effectiveness, thereby transferring unresolved issues to the post-inscription management stage.
Based on field investigations, including interviews with key stakeholders, this paper examines how local management
practices have addressed the issues left unresolved at the time of inscription.

Keywords : World Heritage system; Cultural landscape; Nomination process; Standardization of values; The Causses and
the Cévennes
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