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On the Sogdian inscriptions found on roof tiles excavated from the

remains of Dayunsi KZZ=¥ in Ak-Beshim site

—From the spring 2025 excavation by Research Institute of Cultural Properties,

Teikyo University—

Yutaka Yoshida', Kazuya Yamauchi’

* Research Institute of Cultural Properties, Teikyo University

Abstract

Institute of Cultural Properties (Teikyo University) has been excavating the Ak Beshim site in northern Kyrgyz since
2016. The site of Ak Beshim is identified with the pre-Islamic city of Suyab. Neighboring to the east of the city the Tang
Dynasty’s westernmost garrison called Suye zhen #:Z£§H, Suye being the phonetic transcription of Suyab, was established
during the years 679 ~719 CE. It is known that about 692 CE a state Buddhist temple named Dayunsi K £ <F was
founded there. By 2024 the researchers of the institute had been able to locate the spot where the temple was located, and
excavation conducted during the season of 2025 revealed numerous fragments of roof tiles. They are classified into two
groups: one gray and the other reddish. Obviously, the former was fired in the reducing atmosphere, a technique typical of
Chinese ceramics. On some of the reddish tiles one finds four inscriptions and a few drawings inscribed before burning. In
this paper the inscriptions, which turned out to be written in Sogdian and Brahmi scripts, are investigated. Unfortunately,
they are all too fragmentary to yield any meaningful interpretation. Nevertheless, one of the authors ventured a hazardous
guess on the meaning of the Sogdian inscriptions. In 1939, a Russian archaeologist A. N. Brenshtam excavated similar

roof tiles from the same spot.

Keywords : Silk Road, Ak Beshim, Sogdian inscription, Brahmi inscription, Dayun Temple
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