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An examination of the educational value of traditional crafts:
A case study of the Teikyo University Yamanashi Traditional Crafts Museum

Takuto Kanai "

*1 Research Institute of Cultural Properties, Teikyo University, *? Teikyo University Yamanashi Traditional Crafts Museum

Abstract

This study examined the use of Teikyo University Yamanashi Traditional Crafts Museum in elementary school field trips
and explored the educational value of traditional crafts. The survey of fourth-grade teachers showed that traditional crafts
were mainly used as learning themes in social studies and Japanese language lessons. No responses indicated their use in
science or art classes; however, an analysis of the raw materials of the crafts, production processes, and artistic features
revealed their potential for these subjects. For example, the dependence of materials on local natural resources allows for
environmental and geological education, while the detailed craftsmanship supports observation and aesthetic appreciation
skills. The combination of scientific, social, and artistic elements enables interdisciplinary learning across multiple
subjects.

These findings demonstrate that traditional crafts can serve as effective cross-curricular teaching materials that foster
integrated understanding and students’ knowledge and skills. This study highlights the educational significance of regional
traditional crafts and emphasizes that these crafts are suitable teaching materials that can be applied across cultural (social),

scientific, artistic, and Japanese language subjects (information organization and communication) in elementary education.

Keywords : Traditional Crafts, Museum Education, Museum—School Partnership Education
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