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Provenance study of lead ingots excavated from Ichijodani Asakura

Family Site

. . *] . . ) . ) . .. *]
Maiko Miura , Yuichiro Kawasaki °, Sayuri Fujii °, Akira Fujisawa

*1 Teikyo University Research Institute of Cultural Properties, *? Ichijodani Asakura Family Site Museum

Abstract
Numerous lead artifacts related to matchlock guns have been excavated at Ichijodani Asakura Family Site. In this study,
the provenance of three types of lead ingots was investigated using lead isotope ratio analysis. The rod-shaped lead ingot
is inferred to be made from Japanese ore. The conical lead ingot can be made from Thai ore. The origin of the elliptical
lead ingot remains unknown. The three types of lead ingots were each manufactured using ores from distinct sources.
These results suggest that the Asakura clan had established a wide-ranging distribution network. Furthermore, lead objects
with lead isotope ratios similar to those of these ingots have been excavated from archaeological sites across Japan. This

can be interpreted as evidence for actual distribution of lead during the Japanese Warring States period.

Keywords : Japanese Warring States period, lead ingot, lead isotope ratio analysis
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